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Nostalgic buyers are
going back to their
roots to snap up their
childhood homes.
Zoe Dare Hall meets
the families who love
living in the past

t was the difficult-to-open
doorknobs that gave Tom Hood that
Proustian moment when, in his
mid-forties, he moved back to the
house in Bristol where he'd spent
his taenage years.

M\rm who

Hood's parents unginaﬂ'.'bw;ht the
detached five-bedroom house, in the
suburbof Westhury-on-Trym, for £9,500
in 1971, but when their children had
grown up and left home, they sold it in
the mid-1990s for £250,000. “I'd always
wanted this house again as an adult,”
says Hood, 50, who is the
partner of Hydes of Bristol, an estate
agency. in the Clifton ares of the city.

LIVING

“It's a very special house to me, hidden

away down a single-track lane.”

To hear many people talk about
property, it can all sound like one
relentless, rr:f semd[ng

a.mimwm:m or o . But
o s corecall i
tem; option, it
mea.];nsnf:mming to one's childhood
home. Hood was so keen to repossess
that house that he posted his business
card through the letter-box; asking the
owner to contact him if she ever decided
tosell. Two years later, she did, and Tom

his wife, Judith, 48, to view the
roperty he had talleed
Eb-rﬂ?::{unﬂy.

“My maother &
me straightaway an
told me not to bully
Judith into buying the
house, but Fdidn't need
to,” recalls Hood. “The
minment we walked in,

Judith gave me the
thumbs up. It was
amarzing, fantastic.”

Many of the original
Georgian features wierne
still there, which helped
1o re-create the chatacter
and  postalgia  rhat
Hood hankered after.

That's not to say there
‘haven't been any sureal

youngest, Harry, couldn’t
sleep, I'dlis on hisbed with
him and stare up at the
same cracks in the ceiling
:hqt;[usa:lrntmlar.whm]

young.”
You would imagine an

Tam Hood with his sister, Joanna,
in 1975, at their Bristol home;
and today, with his wife, Judith,
and sons, Harry and George

estate agent to be pragmatic ahout his
own house purchase, prioritising
investment potential over emotions, but
Hood admits that sentimentality won
out. “We paid top dollar for the house
and our pensions are entirely wrapped
up in it, butit's a house forlife,” he says.
It will play-a major part in our lives and
our children's lives.”

Since memories — good or bad — of
our childhood stay with us forever, it's
nowonder we goito all sorts of inventive
lengths to re-create the feel of that
first family home. Michael Owen, the
Manchester United striker, bought a
whole street near l:he!ter, where hawas
born, ‘to house his extendsd family.
Others, such as the comedian Michael
Mdnqme are so keen on movwing beck
that they make do with & house in the
same road. McIntyre, 35, spent £3.2m
on. a six-bedroom, three-bathroom
house in north London, where his lives
with his wife, Kitty, an aromatherapist,

and their two children, Lucas, 6, and
Oscar, 3. He said ar the dme “T find
myself looking at the bricks, touching
them, counting them even, thinking,
‘Are there enough?™

Some can never even bear to leavesthe
singer Joss Stone bought her Devon
farmily homewinen she was only 20, after
her parents divorced.

Pure nostalgia may not be the driving
force behind moving back home, of
course; it may simply be a great house.
“Sometimes, as Frend said, a cigar is just
a cigar. It might be possible that the
property could ;ustbe very nice and in
2 lovely ares” says Avy Joseph, co-
founder of the College of Cognitive
Behavioural Hypnuthmw;.'gl;: froma

chological perspective, fond, warm
ﬁ:_manm af a happy childhood — the
place where we felt” secure, safe and
loved — remain with us for a long time.
There is a powerful magnet todrawyou
back to that place.”

But, he wams that if you
tore-create those early days,
just enjoy the locationinw
place, :I:unludtndn:ppo
memories are of the people as much as
the place, but your mum and'dad, your
clLinaighb:mrEzndErim:&wm’th:tlﬂ'e
sny more, and the dog won't come
nmning when you open the doos,” he
says. “As it's a huge purchase, most of us
can hold on to those memories but
remain retional about whether the house
is the best place for us now.”

Perhaps it's the urge to refumn to
somewhere reassuringly familiar, the
perceived comfort of the past, in an
uncertain economic climate. Or maybe
it's a more practical desite to have the
kind of family home that is always in
dermnand, “which you kmow will always
sell easily”, says Rupert Sweeting, head
of Knight Frank's country department,
who recently sold 2 house in Suscex toa
lady whose grandparents had owned it
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when she was a child
"Her face lit up when
she saw it, and she said
she had to buy it as it
transported her back
when she wasyoung.” _

Whatever the reason,
Swesting says that he is
seeing more buyerswanting
to return to their Imu'.;l
especially  outside e
London  commuter belt in
Morth ¥Yorkshire, the Cotswolds
and the Herefordshire/Shropshine
hmlem]

Fme want o bring up their
children in the way that they grew
up. Theywant fresh air, poniesin the
paddock, n decent-sized witha
few neres — whatever re-creates
their own childhood.

For-Guy Leaning, the ye
was 5o ;I:rtb::ng t.hatshs w;ltfm
extreme of building 3 replica of his
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The comedian Michael
Meintyre, pictured with
his wife, Kitty, spent
£3.2m on a house

in north London, above,
on the strest where he
grew up

" childhood home a few miles
awey from the Ants and Crafts
{ original Theresult, Hazeldens
E Hall, in Flaistow, mear
Billingshurst, West Suseex, i
now on ale for £1.8m (01483
265171, knightirank.com).
L It was happy memories
b of growing up at The Old
.E:ﬁe, a Grade TI-Hsted
asth-century  house in
- the Essex village of Little
Hallingbury, that drove
Simon Brummitt, 50, to
Teturn to his  moots.
Brummitt, who runs an

b e-commerce business, grew up there

in the 19705 as coe of five children

. and moved back in 1957 with his

wife, Katring, also 50, and their own

¢ five children, nowaged 15 to 29,

“I'd just sold my mobile-phone
company, and on the day 1 received

my money, 1 drove past the Old Forge
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andsawa ForSale sign,” says Brummitt,
whose parents had bought the house in
1576 for £45,000. They ran 2 saddlesy
business from the forge Imldings, and
reluctantly sold up dusing the

15805 recession.

"Ttwasa prure]v,. sentimental thi
buy iragain,” says Brummitt, who
£350,000 Fc-rthe sprawling, beamed six-
bedroom house with six acres of
gardens, paddocks and a large lake. He
spent a further £400,000 ru-mn'ngit.

His parents thought hewas mad, "and
some things about moving back were
bizarre at first, such as sle
mum and dad'’s ald bedroom
"But I'vebeen ahl:tﬁmicrylhz property
far more than they could, as they had to
workfarharder than me,” he admits.

Now that the eldest four children have

in family :
hsﬂmlhefnrge-lhehmkﬂsr
big for the remaining Brummirts,
putiton the market for £765, 000 earlier in
d:evtuanduhasnmu ;‘Iﬂ.l:l.m:huﬂﬂ'

It's an expensive property to keep, as
there’salot ofland and buildings needing
maintenance, suhemseﬂmgl.rwu:elht
money to fund the business,” Brumumitt
says. “But its been a fwon
experience bringing up our family here
—and, i:umme: all the money 1've
spent restoring it, the house now loaks
the same as when I was a child.”

Rodden Manor, a beantful Eliza-
bethen manor house near Frome in
Smnetset&nset mn l’ai.lwaua: with brooks
running through the garden, also holds
powerful early memories for its owner,
Rary. Ingleby-MacKenzie, who spent
his entire childhood there. There were
the inn;ll::t ntm::ﬁ days of the early
18503, “playing in the garden, enjoying

my father becoming a farmer after his
mjhm life", says Ingleby-MacKenzie,
56, upuauans director of Haig Housing
Trust. His parents’ lavish cocktail parties
werealsounforgettable, aswaswatching
the 1851 FA Cup final. Then there were
the months Rorywas driven toschoolon
& tractor during the big freeze in 1963
*and moving exgs on my sledge from our
poultry house across the felds®.

‘When he inherited the house in the
late 19805, after his father had died and
his mother moved out, it needed more
work than Rory and his wife, Sara, now
52, a sculptor, could then contemplate.
*The kitchen hed a Belfast sink that
drained directly into the river and
my parents always felt that the hot
pipe munning through my bedroom
qualified as central heating,” he saye.

Sohechose tolet it out —including to
one tenant who had also lived there as 2
child, *and dreamt of mm.mg back to
l[wf.nﬂ:.lsmaglmlhme The pull
couldn'tbe resisted forever, though, and
the couple moved inwith theirchildren,
Nawasha and Roly, now aged 21 and 19,
in 200s: .

“Ihe timing was right for the
children's schooling and it was a case of
now -or never. Tt was a Iittle weird at
firet, but Iess g0 than if we'd moved
straight in after my parents left. Two
sets of tenants and a 15-year gap had
exorcised ghostsand made the place feal
and look different,” he says.*We have
been privileged to bive in a lovely and
histonc place — in my case, for neariy 60
years,” says Ingleby-MacKenzie, who
has put the property on the market for
£2.5m (01225 474543, sawills.co.uk) “but
it's time for another family towrite the
next chapter.”

And who knows — maybe their
own story will, fike his, be in wo

See Tom Hood 5 !armly horne '
SP In pictures, now and then, at
thesundaytimes.co.uk/heme




